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Concept-Based Inquiry 

Definition/Purpose 
Inquiry-based learning has a focus on the use of active ques-

tions to drive learning. Students are invited to take an active 

role in both posing and answering questions as they construct 

meaning. 

When we pair this with Concept-Based Learning, those ques-

tions are designed to focus on transferable understandings 

that help students to make sense of their learning (Marschall 

and French, 2018). This approach helps students to see pat-

terns, make connections, and ultimately, are able to apply 

their learning beyond the context of the unit. This is what we 

all want for our students at the end of the day! 

Concept-Based Inquiry is an approach to teaching and learning 

that can be applied to any disciplinary or interdisciplinary cur-

riculum K-12. By engaging students as thinkers, we foster stu-

dent agency, build conceptual understanding, and promote 

learning transfer. 

Resources and Tools 
 

• Book Chapter: The Developing Concept-Based Teacher 

• Inquiry resources at inspiringinquiry.com 

• Myth Buster: Facts and skills are critical in Concept-Based Inquiry 

• 3 Words to Guide Explicit Instruction in an Inquiry Classroom 

• The phases of Concept-Based Inquiry 

• CBI Teaching Tools 

• Harvard Project Zero Thinking Routine Toolbox 

 

Examples 

A Conceptual Boost to Literacy Instruction 

 

Sample CBI Unit: Dystopian Societies: Could this really be our 

future? 

  

Sample statements of inquiry/inquiry questions 

 

Right click hyperlinks to open in a new tab. 

https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/59988_book_item_59988.pdf
https://www.inspiringinquiry.com/learningteaching/inquiry/inquiry-resources
https://www.professionallearninginternational.com/myth-busters-1/
https://corwin-connect.com/2019/01/3-words-to-guide-explicit-instruction-in-an-inquiry-classroom/
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/93088_book_item_93088.pdf
http://www.pypteachingtools.com/category/concept-based-inquiry/
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://corwin-connect.com/2019/10/a-conceptual-boost-to-literacy-instruction/?_ga=2.232819998.1027255922.1624990089-772348575.1617367019
https://us.corwin.com/sites/default/files/lanning_sample_marketing_content_0.pdf
https://us.corwin.com/sites/default/files/lanning_sample_marketing_content_0.pdf
https://www.d11.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=13273&dataid=23024&FileName=Statements%20of%20inquiry%20in%20Individuals%20and%20Societies.pdf

