Definition/Purpose

A concept is a “big idea"—a principle or notion that is enduring and
is not constrained by a particular origin, subject matter or place in
time (Erickson 2008). Concepts represent ideas that are broad,
abstract, timeless and universal. Concepts add depth and rigour in
student thinking to the traditional “two-dimensional” curriculum
consisting of facts and skills. Concepts place no limits on breadth of
knowledge or on depth of understanding, and therefore are acces-

sible to every student.

o [oncepts are powerful, broad and abstract organizing ideas

that may be transdisciplinary or subject-based.

«  [oncepts help to build understandings across. between and
beyond subjects.

«  Key concepts provide a lens for conceptual understandings
within a transdisciplinary unit of inquiry; related concepts pro-
vide a lens for conceptual understandings within a specific

subject.

From: https://www.inspiringinquiry.com/

Structure of Process

Structure of Knowledge
Lanning,© 2012

Erickson,© 1995

THEORY

THEORY

PRINCIPLE
GENERALIZATION

PRINCIPLE
GENERALIZATION

Process

Strategies
Skills

Pike County Schools

Concept-Based Learning

Right click hyperlinks to open in a new tab.

Resources and Tools

« leaching approaches to support concept-based learning

o  ohort video about the structure of knowledae vs. structure of process

« Erickson Chapter: The Structure of Process

o Book Chapter: Essential Elements of Concept-Based Curriculum Design

(includes Structure of Knowledge)

o [etting the Big Idea handout

o MA+APlaybook of Learning and Concept-Based Learning: (over 100 strate-
gies for conceptual teaching and learning)

«  What is Concept-Based Learning? blog

Examples
Structure of knowledge examples for Math.

Teacher planning for Concept-Based Literacy (8-minute video):



https://www.inspiringinquiry.com/
https://guide.fariaedu.com/concept-based-learning/part-2/which-teaching-approaches-can-support-concept-based-learning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zve6jDonF6g
https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/59758_Erickson_Chapter_4.pdf
https://us.corwin.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/82739_book_item_82739.pdf
https://us.corwin.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/82739_book_item_82739.pdf
https://semiscoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/Getting-the-Big-Idea-Handout.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DU3o_n21H5CE73VmPxugiivZW7gmq3R9wboqbg9-y08/edit
https://www.connectthedotsinternational.com/recent-blog-posts/concept-based-learning/
https://study.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/Modules%20Fillable.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf_Mhp9gHNs

