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Equitable Services Initial Consultation Meeting

The PowerPoint slides in this presentation 
template are published for LEA use in 

Equitable Services initial consultation required 
by the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act as reauthorized by the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

Presentation questions, concerns, and feedback 
should be addressed to ombudsman@doe.k12.ga.us.
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WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

•Private School/Organization Staff
•Name, Title, School/Organization, 

Number of LEAs with which you 
consult for Equitable Services

•LEA Staff
•Name, Title, Federal Programs You 

Support, Number of private schools 
to which your LEA provides 
Equitable Services
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RESOURCES – STATE OMBUDSMAN WEBPAGE AND HANDBOOK

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/State-Ombudsman.aspx
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RESOURCES – FEDERAL PROGRAMS HANDBOOK(S)
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Federal-Programs-Handbook.aspx
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RESOURCES – FEDERAL PROGRAMS HANDBOOK(S)
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RESOURCES – LEA RESOURCES

Timelines
Handbook

Policies
Etc.

Timelines
Handbook

Policies
Etc.

Timelines
Handbook

Policies
Etc.
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION

What are equitable services?

The purpose of ESEA is to provide all children 
significant opportunity to receive a fair, 
equitable, and high-quality education and to 
close educational achievement gaps. Each LEA 
that receives ESEA funds must make funds 
available for education support authorized by 
each title to qualified students in compliance 
with Federal Law Federal Regulations and Non-
Regulatory Guidance. 
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION

Programs Eligible for Equitable Services

• Title I, Part A
• Title IA- Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local 

Educational Agencies (LEAs)
• Title VIII

• Title IC- Education of Migratory Children
• Title IIA- Supporting Effective Instruction
• Title IIIA- Language Instruction for English Learners and 

Immigrant Students
• Title IVA- Student Support and Academic Enrichment
• Title IVB- 21st Century Community Learning Center

• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION

Key Information on Equitable Services

•Federal programs are supported by tax dollars, 
so children and teachers of nonprofit private 
schools are eligible for Equitable Services. 

•Services should be equitable (not necessarily 
identical) to the public school and designed to 
meet the needs of the private school students 
and teachers.  

•Services for private school students should 
begin at the same time as the public schools.



Equitable Services Initial Consultation Meeting
OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION

Key Information on Equitable Services

•Private schools must provide proof of nonprofit 
status

•LEAs must verify the physical location of the 
school

•Schools receive services, not actual funds
•Services should be supplemental
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – NON-PROFIT STATUS

A private school must show that it is a nonprofit organization. 
A private school may show that it is a nonprofit organization by any of the following means:

1. Proof that the Internal Revenue Service currently recognizes the applicant as an 
organization to which contributions are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code;

2. A statement from a State taxing body or the State attorney general certifying that:
i. The organization is a nonprofit organization operating within the State; and
ii. No part of its net earnings may lawfully benefit any private shareholder or 

individual;
3. A certified copy of the applicant's certificate of incorporation or similar document if 

it clearly establishes the nonprofit status of the applicant; or
4. Any item described in (1) through (3) if that item applies to a State or national parent 

organization, together with a statement by the State or parent organization that the 
applicant is a local nonprofit affiliate.

Links to the GA Secretary of State Look-Up and IRS Look-Up are on the State Ombudsman 
webpage. Control #’s and EIN’s are data points that will help with look-up and which are 
included in the DE1111 Form and in ES4PS private school contact information.

For profit private schools and private schools unable to provide the documentation to verify 
nonprofit status are not eligible to receive services under ESEA. 
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – BEST PRACTICES

• Effective consultation provides a genuine opportunity for 
all parties to express their views and have those views 
considered.

• Successful consultation establishes positive and productive 
working relationships, makes planning effective, continues 
through implementation  and ensures the services provided 
meet the needs of eligible students and teachers. 

• A unilateral offer of services by an LEA with no opportunity 
for discussion – or the application of a blanket rule – is not 
adequate.

In General
An LEA must consult with appropriate private school 

officials during the design and development of the Title 
programs. The goal is agreement between the LEA and 
private school officials on how to provide equitable and 
effective programs for eligible private school children.
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – BEST PRACTICES

• Initiating Consultation
• LEAs must annually contact private schools 

• whose students reside in the LEA whether the school is located in 
the LEA or not

• Which are located with in the LEA’s geographic boundaries
• In Georgia, LEAs use annual DE1111 submission and subsequent 

documentation, including the GaDOE private school list to determine
• Nonprofit status of schools
• Where students who reside in their boundaries attend school
• Which private schools are located with their geographic 

boundaries
• LEAs must document making a good faith effort to reach all private 

schools who have not responded in ES4PS. This includes using 
multiple methods to make contact in a reasonable and timely 
manner. GaDOE recommends uploading good faith effort 
documentation and responses received outside of ES4PS in ES4PS 
uploads.

• If private schools have not heard from the LEA, the private school 
should reach out to start the consultation process
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – DE1111

DE1111
• OCGA 20-2-490
• Contact Info
• School System
• Nonprofit Info

Link to GaDOE
Data Collections
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – PRIVATE SCHOOL INFO IN ES4PS
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION— DATA COLLECTIONS PRIVATE SCHOOL LIST

In order to ensure that private schools receive equitable services in a timely 
manner, having the most updated information is critical.  

Link to Private School List



Equitable Services Initial Consultation Meeting
OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION - TIMELINE

•Consultation - Deadline
• In Georgia, initial consultation is almost always 

completed by October and LEAs and private schools 
begin conversations about services that will be 
provided in the upcoming year.

• Quality program implementation is dependent on 
proper planning. ESSA requires ongoing 
consultation.  Private schools that chose to 
participate will begin conversations about services 
that will be provided in the upcoming year.  While 
LEAs are required to submit Form A (private school 
intent to participate) at the end of spring semester, 
ongoing consultation should be well documented 
prior to that time. 
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION - TOPICS

Topics that must be covered:
1. How the student's needs will be identified
2. What services will be offered (ESEA equitable services must 

supplement instructional program & the evidence base supporting 
the services must be identified)

3. How, where and by whom the services will be provided
4. How the services will be academically assessed for effectiveness and 

how the results of that assessment will be used to improve the 
services

5. The size and scope of equitable services to be provided to the 
eligible private school children, the proportion of funds that is 
allotted for such services and how that proportion of funds is 
determined (includes administrative costs, indirect costs, transfers 
and carryover)

6. The method or courses of data that are used to determine the 
number of children from low-income families in participating school 
attendances areas who attend private schools, including whether 
the LEA will extrapolate the data if it uses a survey
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – TOPICS CONT’D

7. How and when the LEA will make decisions about the delivery of 
services to eligible children, including a thorough consideration and 
analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of 
services through a contract with potential third-party providers;

8. How, if the LEA disagrees with the views of the private school officials 
on the provision of services through a contract, it will provide in 
writing to such private school officials an analysis of the reasons why 
it has chosen not to use a contractor;

9. Whether the LEA will provide services directly or through a separate 
government agency, consortium, entity, or third-party contractor;

10. Whether to provide equitable services to eligible private school 
children—
o by creating a pool or pools of funds with all of the funds allocated under 

subsection (a)(4)(A) based on all the children from low-income families in a 
participating school attendance area who attend private schools; or

o in the agency’s participating school attendance area who attend private 
schools with the proportion of funds allocated under subsection (a)(4)(A) 
based on the number of children from low-income families who attend 
private schools;
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION – TOPICS CONT’D

11. Whether to consolidate and use funds 
provided under subsection (a)(4) in 
coordination with eligible funds 
available for services to private school 
children under applicable programs, as 
defined in section 8501(b)(1)to provide 
services to eligible private school 
children participating in programs.

12. Each local educational agency shall 
maintain in the agency’s records and 
provide to the State educational agency 
involved a written affirmation signed by 
officials of each participating private 
school that the meaningful consultation 
required by this section has occurred.
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DOCUMENTING EQUITABLE SERVICES – ES4PS

• In 19-20 GaDOE introduced a mandatory platform for LEAs to use. In 2021-2022 
use was expanded to include CBOs. Stakeholder use statewide promotes 
consistency, centralized records retention, ease of data reporting.

• LEAs/CBOs use this platform for
• Issuing Annual Invitations
• Capturing Initial Consultation/Participation (Form A)
• Evaluating Services (Form B)
• Saving Relevant Documentation (Uploads)

• Access:
• LEAs access through their SIS in SLDS
• CBOs access through a multi-month ‘Token’ issued through email by the State 

Ombudsman.
• Private schools access through a 2 week ‘Token’ issued through email by the LEA.

• Private schools will receive:
• Annual invitations from each LEA in which they are located or in which students 

reside.
• Form A forms if they have indicated interest in participation.
• Form B forms if they have received any services during the year.
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DOCUMENTING EQUITABLE SERVICES – ES4PS INVITATIONS

Equitable Services for Private Schools (ES4PS)

Invitation Purpose: 
• Documentation of 

Invitation to Private 
Schools to Consult

• Identifies programs to be 
covered in initial 
consultation

Screenshot of Previous Initial Invitation to 
Consult Email Template

GaDOE annually reviews ES4PS Invitations, Form A and Form B for updates. Please visit ES4PS User Guides for up-to-date information. 
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DOCUMENTING EQUITABLE SERVICES – ES4PS FORM A

Equitable Services for Private Schools (ES4PS)

Form A Purpose: 
• Documentation of 

Consultation
• Program Participation
• Enrollment

Screenshot of Previous Form A Email to Private Schools

GaDOE annually reviews ES4PS Invitations, Form A and Form B for updates. Please visit ES4PS User Guides for up-to-date information. 
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DOCUMENTING EQUITABLE SERVICES – ES4PS FORM A

Public School View Private School View

GaDOE annually reviews ES4PS Invitations, Form A and Form B for updates. Please visit ES4PS User Guides for up-to-date information. 
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DOCUMENTING EQUITABLE SERVICES – ES4PS FORM B

Equitable Services for Private Schools (ES4PS)

Form B Purpose: 
Verification of Receipt 
of Equitable Services

Screenshot of Previous Form B Email to Private Schools

GaDOE annually reviews ES4PS Invitations, Form A and Form B for updates. Please visit ES4PS User Guides for up-to-date information. 
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ROLE OF THE OMBUDSMAN

Ombudsman

To help ensure that private school children, 
teachers, and other educational personnel 
receive services equitable to those in public 
schools, State educational agencies (SEAs) must 
designate an ombudsman to monitor and enforce 
Title I and Title VIII equitable services 
requirements.  

ESEA sections 1117(a)(3)(B) and 8501(a)(3)(B)



Equitable Services Initial Consultation Meeting
DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS AND COMPLAINTS

Complaint Form 
Available on 
Ombudsman 

Webpage

-45 days for SEA to respond to complaint
-30 days for private school to appeal
-90 days for USDE to respond to appeal
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ALLOCATIONS AND METHODOLOGY

Available on Ombudsman Webpage
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OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION

How Program Funds are AllocatedProgram

To private schools inside the LEA and outside the LEA and the state- follows the student regardless of the 
location of the private school
• Count of eligible K-12 (ages 5-17) poverty students residing in T1 attendance zones taken from the first week in 

November (FRL) the year prior to services

Title IA

To private schools within the LEA who serve identified migrant students
• Cumulative count of eligible K-12 migrant students prior to Form A submission. Count is verified by GaDOE staff.Title IC

To private schools within the LEA
• Count of total K-12 enrollment of private schools within LEA geographic boundaries taken 1st Tuesday of 

October (FTE) the year prior to services

Title IIA &
Title IVA

To private schools within the LEA who serve identified English learner (EL) and/or immigrant students
• Count of total K-12 EL students (eligible per state EL entrance procedures) enrolled in private schools within LEA 

geographic boundaries identified in year prior to services. Count is collected the first Thursday in March (FTE).
• Count of total K-12 immigrant students enrolled in private schools within LEA geographic boundaries identified using 

ESEA statute criteria in the year in which services are provided. Count is collected the first Tuesday in October (FTE).

Title IIIA

To private schools within the LEA
• Count of total K-12 private school students included in the approved original or amended application/RFP. 

Students must attend private schools located within LEA geographic boundaries & withing the program service 
zone.

Title IVB

To private schools within the LEA
• Ages 3-21: an amount that is the same proportion of the LEA’s total subgrant as the number of private school children with 

disabilities aged 3-21 is to the total number of children with disabilities in its jurisdiction aged 3-21.
• Ages 3-5: an amount that is the same proportion of the LEA’s total subgrant as the number of private school children with 

disabilities aged 3-5 is to the total number of children with disabilities in its jurisdiction aged 3-5. 
• Count is based on prior year’s October Child Find count (FTE Report FT085). 

IDEA
611 & 619
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ES4PS Due Dates

Federal ProgramPrivate School DataES4PS SectionInfoDue Dates

Title III, Part A ImmigrantStudents who meet Federal 
Immigrant Definition

Form A 
Amendment

Form A Amendment sent to private 
schools that participate in current year 
Title IIA, Part A Immigrant

Mid-October

Federal ProgramPrivate School DataES4PS SectionInfoDue Dates

Title IA, Title IC, Title IIA, 
Title IIIA, Title IVA, Title 
IVB, and IDEA

Private Schools that have 
submitted a DE1111 or that reside 
within the geographic boundaries 
of the district

InvitationsInvitation to Private Schools to 
participate in Equitable Services in the 
next school year

Fall

Title IA, Title IC, Title IIA, 
Title IIIA, Title IVA, and 
Title IVB

Count of private school students 
who benefitted from services.

Form BForm B sent to private schools for last 
school year to verify that equitable 
services were implemented by the LEA 
in a timely meaningful manner

Early December

Title IIIACount of ELs statewideN/ADeadline to email Title IIIA program 
private school EL student counts to 
determine statewide allocations. 

Mid - March

Title IAN/AESSA Private School Pooling MOU 
Submission Deadline

End of April

Title IA, Title IC, Title IIA, 
Title IIIA, Title IVA, and 
Title IVB

Enrollment
Local Method for Determining 
Poverty

Form ACompleted Form A Submitted to State. 
(Prior to submission, LEAs send Form A 
to private schools to verify interest in 
participating in equitable services in the 
upcoming year. This form is used to 
determine allocations.)

Mid-June
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Count Dates for Participation in Equitable Services

Federal ProgramPrivate School DataGaDOE ReportCount InfoCount Dates

Title II, Part A &
Title IV, Part A

Enrollment DataFTEK-12 EnrollmentFirst Tuesday in 
October 

Title I, Part ALocal Method for Determining 
Poverty

Free and Reduced 
Meal

Ages 5-17 Poverty from T1 
Attendance Zones

First Tuesday in 
November

Title IV, Part B21st CLCC Attendance Report21st CLCC Attendance 
Report

K-12 Program EnrollmentCurrent FY Approved 
or Amended RFP

Title III, Part A ELResults from the ELP Screener 
(for initial eligibility) and/or the 
annual ELP Assessment 
(continued eligibility)

FTEK-12 EL Student
(ELs must be eligible through 
screening/testing)

First Thursday in 
March

Title I, Part CMigrant DatabaseMigrant DatabaseK-12 Migrant EnrollmentCumulative 
Enrollment July 1 –
June Submission

Title III, Part A 
Immigrant

Students who meet Federal 
Immigrant Definition

FTEK-12 Immigrant StudentFirst Tuesday in 
October 
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CARRYOVER

Obligation of Funds
• Funds allocated to an LEA for educational services and other benefits to 

eligible private school children, teachers and other educational personnel, 
and families must be obligated in the fiscal year for which the funds are 
received by the LEA. LEAs may set reasonable deadlines to ensure services 
are received and expensed prior to end of year (September 30) financial 
closeout. 

• However, there may be extenuating circumstances in which an LEA is unable 
to obligate all funds within this timeframe in a responsible manner. Under 
these circumstances, the funds may remain available for the provision of 
equitable services under the respective program during the subsequent 
school year. In determining how such carryover funds will be used, the LEA 
must consult with appropriate private school officials.

• Carryover must be approved by State Ombudsman 
(reviewed through Form B submissions in December following the close of 
the initial 15-month grant period)
(ESEA sections 1117(a)(4)(B) and 8501(a)(4)(B) Title VIII Fiscal
Changes (2016) N-6, N-7)
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CARRYOVER

ESSA 
Carryover

Title I, Part A

Services Received 
and Complete

Redistribute 
remaining funds 

among participating 
private schools

Extenuating 
Circumstances

Redistribute to 
impacted school or 

schools

School Closed or 
Declined Funds

Redistribute 
remaining funds 

among participating 
private schools

Title VIII  
(IC, IIA, IIIA, IVA, IVB)

Services Received 
and Complete

Redistribute 
remaining funds 

among participating 
public and  private 

schools

Extenuating 
Circumstances

Redistribute to 
impacted school or 

schools

School Closed or 
Declined Funds

Redistribute 
remaining funds 

among participating 
public and  private 

schools

Extenuating Circumstances: delayed consultation, turnover in LEA/private school officials, 
unexpected procurement challenges, inability to employ qualified personnel,  services cost less 
than anticipated, natural disaster, public emergency. (Source: IA NRG, US ED Slides NAESPA 2019)
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ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AND CAPS

• Title I does not place a cap on the administrative set-aside for LEA funds or equitable services. The amount 
reserved must be reasonable and necessary to the administration of the grant.

• The caps for Title VIII programs apply to the administration of both the LEA Services and Private School Equitable 
Services. In the absence of a cap, the amount reserved must be reasonable and necessary for the administration of 
the grant.

• The administrative set-aside will be entered into Form A in ES4PS (see diagram below).
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TRANSFERABILITY

• Under ESSA, LEAs may transfer funds they receive by 
formula under certain programs to other programs to 
better address local needs.

• ESEA section 5103(b)(2) An LEA may transfer funds, to 
better address local identified needs, from the following 
programs:
• Title II, Part A – Supporting effective instruction state grants
• Title IV, Part A – Student support and academic enrichment 

grants
• The ESSA amended the transferability authority by 

changing the programs from and to which an LEA may 
transfer funds and removing limits on the amount of 
funds that may be transferred.
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TRANSFERABILITY

An LEA may transfer funds, to better address 
local identified needs, to the following 
programs:

• Title I, Part A – Improving basic programs 
operated by LEAs

• Title I, Part C – Education of migratory 
children

• Title I, Part D – Prevention and intervention 
programs for children and youth who are 
neglected, delinquent, or at-risk

• Title II, Part A – Supporting effective 
instruction state grants

• Title III, Part A – English language 
acquisition and language enhancement

• Title IV, Part A – Student support and 
academic enrichment grants

• Title V, Part B – Rural education

IMPACT ON PRIVATE SCHOOLS
• Can impact the total allocation 

of private schools
• Can impact the services 

provided to private schools
• Proportionate share cannot be 

held out for Equitable Services. 
LEA and private schools must 
mirror regarding transferability. 
For example: If a LEA transfers 
100% of Title II, Part A, the 
LEA's teachers don't have that 
grant anymore and the private 
school teachers don't either
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ESEA TIMELINE (IA, IC, IIA, IIIA, IVA)
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ESEA TIMELINE (IVB)

Year 5Year 4Year 3Year 2Year 1Application

N/ASend Fall of 
Year 4 for Year 
5 participation

Send Fall of 
Year 3 for Year 
4 participation

Send Fall of 
Year 2 for Year 
3 participation

Send Fall of 
Year 1 for Year 
2 participation

Send in Fall 
prior to RFP 
submission for 
Year 1

ES4PS 
Invitations

N/AConduct Fall of 
Year 4 for Year 
5 participation

Conduct Fall of 
Year 3 for Year 
4 participation

Conduct Fall of 
Year 2 for Year 
3 participation

Conduct Fall of 
Year 1 for Year 
2 participation

Conduct in Fall 
prior to RFP 
submission  
for Year 1

Initial 
Consultation

Due June of 
Year 5

Due June of 
Year 4

Due June of 
Year 3

Due June of 
Year 2

Due with RFP 
Submission for 
Year 1

ES4PS
Form A

Implement plan 
developed prior 
year. Update as 
needed.

Implement plan 
developed prior 
year. Update as 
needed.

Implement plan 
developed prior 
year. Update as 
needed.

Implement plan 
developed prior 
year. Update as 
needed.

Implement plan 
developed prior 
year. Update as 
needed.

Plan for Year 1Ongoing 
Consultation

Send October 
prior to grant 
close to 
evaluate Year 5

Send October 
of Year 4 to 
evaluate Year 4

Send October 
of Year 4 to 
evaluate Year 3

Send October 
of Year 3 to 
evaluate Year 2

Send October 
of Year 2 to 
evaluate Year 1

ES4PS
Form B
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

Purpose of Title I, Part A
• Address the needs of students who are at risk of failing the 

state standards.
• LEAs and Title I schools use their funds to implement 

supplemental initiatives and interventions for eligible students 
based upon identified needs

Eligible Participants (schools/students/staff) for Title I, Part A
• Targeted Assistance Title I Schools

• Students most at risk academically (based on multiple, 
educationally related, objective criteria), these identified 
students' teachers, and their parents.

• Title I Schoolwide Schools
• All students, teachers, and parents
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

To generate Title I, Part A funding:
• Verify Residency: LEAs and Private Schools must list all of the 

students attending the private school that reside in the LEA with 
street addresses by grade level. The students attending private 
schools must reside in a Title I attendance zone. (The student would 
attend a Title I school in the public school zone).

• Determine Poverty – see poverty chart later in this section.
For provision of Title I, Part A services:
• Residency: Services provided to students that RESIDE WITHIN the 

LEA’s geographical boundaries, but they can follow the student 
outside the LEA and/or state.

• Academic Need: Services (no direct funding) are delivered to low 
achieving private school students (eligible students) based upon 
multiple, educationally related, objective criteria.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

• Services are only for the eligible students, the teacher(s) that teach 
those eligible students, and the parents of those eligible students 
(similar to a Targeted Assistance Title I School)

• The planning, designing, and implementing of the Title I equitable 
services at private schools are the full responsibility of the LEA

• All equitable service decisions are to be reached collaboratively
through on-going, timely, and meaningful consultation between 
the LEA and private school

• Private school equitable services are provided like a Targeted 
Assistance Program
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

• Some form of annual evaluation of student progress must be 
included (pre/posttest, current assessment data, achievement 
growth on a norm referenced test, etc.) and agreed upon during 
consultation

• Instructional interventions must be evidence-based and developed 
in consultation between the LEA and the private school

• Services should supplement the instructional program of the 
private school and should not replace the instructional program in 
the participants' regular classroom

• Remember during consultation, if the LEA has Title I set-asides for 
Administrative and/or Indirect Costs, then the LEA must include 
these costs for private schools and discuss these items during 
consultation.

Collaboration during consultation is the key!
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

Determining Poverty Count
ESEA, Section 1117 Allowable Measures 

Methodology To Calculate Proportional Share In Line With Section 1117
While methodologies must be discussed in consultation, the methodology selected is at the LEA’s discretion.

Method #5Method #4Method #3Method #2Method #1

An Equated Measure
(1117(c)(1)(D))

Proportionality
(1117(c)(1)(C))

Comparable Poverty 
Data From A Different 
Source
§200.64 (c)

Comparable Poverty 
Data From A Survey
(1117(c)(1)(B))

Same Measure Used to 
Count Public School 
Students
(1117(c)(1)(A))

An LEA may use an 
equated measure of low-
income by correlating 
sources of data—that is, 
determining the 
proportional relationship 
between two sources of 
data on public school 
children and applying that 
ratio to a known source of 
data on private school 
children. 

Utilize the low- income 
percentage of each 
participating Title I public 
school attendance area to 
the number of private 
school students who live in 
that same school 
attendance area.

An LEA may use poverty 
data for private
school children that are 
from a different source 
than the data it uses for 
public school
children so long as the 
income threshold in both 
sources is generally the 
same. 

An LEA may use a survey 
to obtain poverty data 
comparable to those 
used for public school 
students.

1) Verification of 
residence in a 
participating Title I public 
school attendance area;
2) Grade level and age of 
each child; and
3) Income level of 
parents

If the private school 
utilizes the same method 
to measure poverty 
count, such as the free 
and reduced priced 
lunch, through 
consultation, it may be 
determined the data 
provides an accurate 
count of private school 
students.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A

• An LEA in consultation with the private school develops a 
plan of action for equitable services provided to the private 
schools which includes:
• A Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) of the 

private school’s eligible students, their parents, and their 
teachers

• Information needed to complete multiple, educationally 
related, objective criteria to determine the most 
academically at-risk students

• A method to annually evaluate the Title I equitable 
services to determine the progress being made in 
meeting students' academic needs

• A Plan for next year’s equitable services in the current 
school year through ongoing consultation meetings
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART A
Examples of Title IA Allowable Equitable Services may include, 
but are not limited to, the following
 Instructional services provided by public school employees or 

third-party contractors;
 Expanded learning time, including before- and after-school 

programs;
 One-on-one tutoring;
 Home tutoring;
 Summer school programs;
 Counseling programs;
 Mentoring programs;
 Computer-assisted instruction;
 Instruction using take-home computers; and
 Any combination of the above.

Simply providing a school with instructional materials is not allowable-
supplies alone would not be a viable instructional program
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Purpose of The Migrant Education Program (MEP)

• The Migrant Education Program is a Federally-funded program 
designed to support comprehensive educational programs for 
migrant children to help reduce the educational disruption and 
other problems that result from repeated moves, and

• To ensure that migrant children fully benefit from the same free 
public education provided to all children and that the unmet 
education-related needs resulting from their migrant lifestyle 
are met.
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ELIGIBLE STUDENTS FOR THE MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM (MEP)

• If the child is not older than 21 years of age and is entitled to a free 
public education (through grade 12) under State law, or the child is 
not yet at a grade level at which the LEA provides a free public 
education, and

• The child made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 months as a 
migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher, or did so with, 
or to join a parent/guardian or spouse who is a 
migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; and

• The child moved due to economic necessity from one residence to 
another residence, and from one school LEA to another.
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Title I 
Part C:

Education of 
Migratory
Children

Title I, Part A: Family-School 
Partnership Program

Title IX, Part A – McKinney-Vento Education 
for Homeless Children and Youth

Title IV, Part B, 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Program

Title III: Language Instruction for English Learners and 
Immigrant Students

Title I, Part A - Improving the Academic Achievement of the 
Disadvantaged
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• Title I Part C: requires SEAs that receive MEP funds to 
provide educational services or other benefits on an equitable 
basis to eligible migrant children who are enrolled in private 
schools, and teachers located in the geographic area served by 
the LEA. This must be done after timely and meaningful 
consultation with appropriate private school officials.

• The allocation is determined on a per pupil basis.

• The SEA and local operating agency have the discretion to 
determine what number of eligible migrant students attending a 
private school is too few to serve, so long as this determination is 
made on an equitable basis.



Equitable Services Initial Consultation Meeting 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW – TITLE I, PART C

• Evidence-based supplemental academic support
• In-class, small group pull-out, intersession, after school and 

summer school supplemental academic support and 
enrichment opportunities

• Before/after school, extended day, Saturday or vacation 
programs, in-home instruction

• Homework assistance and test preparation
• School supplies,instructional software
• Academic support for preschoolers and out of school youth 

and drop out students
• Professional learning
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• The LEA and/or the SEA identifies and recruits eligible 
migrant children and youth.

• The LEA identifies the academic needs of their migrant 
participants (preschool, K12 and out of school youth and or 
drop out students) through the local Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment.

• The LEA submits the required Title I Part C Implementation 
Plans for approval.

• The LEA must meet the academic needs of Priority for 
Service students first.

• The LEA and participating private school must work together 
to collect and report academic and support services data to 
the SEA.
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Purpose of Title II, Part A – Supporting Effective Instruction
• Increase student achievement consistent with challenging State 

academic standards
• Improve the quality and effectiveness of teachers, principals, and other 

school leaders
• Increase the number of teachers, principals, and other school leaders 

who are effective in improving student academic achievement in 
schools; and

• Provide low-income and minority students greater access to effective 
teachers, principals, and other school leaders

Eligible Participants for Title II, Part A
• Teachers to include instructional coaches
• Principals to include assistant principals
• Other School Leaders (school level – instructional and managerial)
• Other personnel as specified by a use of fund in Section 2103
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• Timely and meaningful consultation should occur before and 
during equitable services

• The GaDOE recommends that the private school leader 
or designee involved in consultation have instructional 
knowledge and access to individual student data and teacher 
information

• Title II, Part A is the federal grant most often selected by 
private schools in which to participate and the one most 
often transferred by LEAs into other federal grant funds to 
meet student needs.
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• Allowable local uses of funds listed in Section 2103 of the law
Professional Development Activities

Pedagogy, Content, and Student Supports and Interventions
Career Advancement

Recruitment and Retention Activities

• Non-allowable local use of funds as stated in Non-Regulatory 
Guidance: Fiscal Changes and Equitable Services (2016)

Class Size Reduction
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• Each Title II, Part A funded activity/intervention must:
• Adhere to applicable laws and regulations
• Be reasonable and necessary
• Supplement and complement the instructional program of the 

private school
• Address the needs of individual students and not the 

students in general or perceived needs of teachers
• Address the learning needs of all students, including 

children with disabilities, English learners, and gifted and 
talented students

• Align to (1) the purpose of the grant, and (2) with Section 
2103 Title II, Part A Local Use of Funds (see next slide)
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Purpose of Title III, Part A Language Instruction for English 
Learners (ELs) and Immigrant Students:
1. Help ensure ELs, including immigrant children and youth, 

attain English proficiency and develop high levels of academic 
achievement in English

2. Assist teachers and school leaders to establish, implement, 
and sustain effective language instruction educational 
programs

3. Promote parental, family, and community participation in 
language instruction educational programs designed for them

Participants in Title III, Part A Programs:
• Identified eligible EL students
• EL students’ parents and families
• Teachers and school leaders of ELs
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• An LEA, in consultation with officials of non-profit nonpublic schools located 
in the geographic area served by the LEA, determines the appropriate 
services based on the English language and academic needs of 
identified eligible K-12 private school English learner (EL) and immigrant 
students, and the language or U.S. adaptation needs of their parents, and the 
teaching skill needs of their teachers, including other educational personnel.

• Services are determined based on the amount of funds available for such 
services, i.e., the per pupil allocation amount.

• Services are designed for identified ELs – those who are initially eligible and 
those who continue to be eligible per English language proficiency 
(ELP) screeners and tests – and for identified immigrant students per ESSA 
statute criteria.

• Students who no longer qualify as EL (i.e., have reached full English 
proficiency) or as immigrant (in U.S. schools more than 3 full academic years) 
are not eligible for Title III, Part A equitable services.



• Services and activities must be based on research evidence that 
they will be effective for English learners and/or immigrant 
students.

• Services must demonstrate effectiveness to increase students’ 
English language proficiency (ELP) and academic achievement.

• Services must be secular, neutral, and non-ideological.

Examples of Title III, Part A services:
• Administration of ELP screener and assessment for identification 

and for evaluation of effectiveness of services.

• Purchase of supplemental English language development (ELD) 
instructional materials and/or supplies (LEA maintains on Title III, 
Part A inventory)
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• Supplemental English language development (ELD) 
instruction, including tutoring (before, during, after-school 
hours, weekends)

• Participation of ELs in ELD-focused summer school for ELs
• Participation of EL parents in activities to increase English 

literacy and understanding of U.S. schooling
• Participation of teachers of ELs (or other educational 

personnel) in LEA-sponsored professional learning (PL) or PL 
organized specifically to meet the needs of private school 
teachers

• Any teacher who is an LEA employee providing Title III 
services to private school ELs must be proficient in English.
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• Participation is equitable if the LEA:
(1) assesses, addresses and evaluates the needs and 
progress of public and private school students and 
educational personnel on a comparable basis;
(2) provides, in the aggregate, approximately the same 
number of services to students and educational personnel 
with similar needs;
(3) spends an equal amount of funds to serve similar public 
and private school students and educational personnel; 
and
(4) provides both groups of students and educational
personnel equal opportunities to participate in program 
activities.
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• Services should be designed to meet the language needs of 
the EL students and to supplement the educational services 
provided by the private school. 

• If needs are different from those of public-school students, 
the LEA, in consultation with private school officials, must 
develop a separate program design that is appropriate for 
their needs.

• Services may be provided directly by the LEA or by a third-
party contractor who is independent of the private school 
and any religious organization.



• Administration of English language proficiency 
(ELP) assessment for identification and/or for the 
purpose of annually evaluating the effectiveness of 
services (may include testing materials, teacher testing 
training, and stipends to teacher to administer 
assessments).

• In consultation, the LEA and private schools will 
determine whether they will use the WIDA ELP 
screener and assessments (see additional process to 

participate in WIDA online assessments) or another valid and 
reliable ELP screener and assessment (list provided 
on the GaDOE Ombudsman website).
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Purpose of Student Support and Academic Enrichment
• The purpose of the Title IV, Part A SSAE Grant is to improve 

students’ academic achievement by increasing the capacity 
to—
(1) provide all students with access to a well-rounded 
education;
(2) improve school conditions for student learning; and
(3) improve the use of technology in order to improve 
the academic achievement and digital literacy of all students.

Eligible Recipients for Student Support and Academic Enrichment
• All students, teachers and school leaders of eligible private 

schools within the geographic boundaries of the LEA
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Effective Use of TechnologySafe and Healthy StudentsWell-Rounded Education

Private school activities address
• Staff development that impacts 

learning delivered through digital 
means and supports academic 
growth

• SPECIAL NOTE: While hardware and 
software are allowable, LEAs must 
consider the SUM of all requests for 
private schools to maintain 
programming that meets statutory 
expenditure requirements. This may 
limit the ability of LEAs to fulfill 
technology-related requests.

• Improvement of school culture and 
climate

• SPECIAL NOTE: School-based mental 
health service providers must be 
state-licensed or state-certified 
school counselors, school 
psychologists, school social workers, 
or other state qualified mental health 
professionals qualified to provided 
mental health services to children 
and adolescents.

• Instructional content delivered to 
students in core academic areas or 
fine arts, foreign languages, health, 
and physical education

• Social-emotional learning

Private schools:

• Provide intent and purpose of all activities to determine allocability/allowability

• Identify specific supplies, equipment, resources, and materials, including the exact number of units

• Describe conference information, including content, date, and location of events
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Tips for providing positive and meaningful Equitable Services
• Clarify and capture 'givens' during Initial Consultations

• Breakout Allocations and utilizing funds during fiscal year of allocation
• Plan/Budget/Spend/Implement/Monitor/Measure/Report
• Allocability/Allowability to a focus area
• Unallowable Services/Purchases
• Activities are prioritized and needs-based
• "Buckets"-Relationship between requested services/purchases and LEAs responsibility to 

maintain balanced IVA budget-Private schools are not responsible to meet statute minimum 
spending requirements

• 20/20/Portion Rule
• 15% Cap on Tech
• *Private school equitable services is included in calculations for meeting statute 

minimums
• Common Procedures

• Reimbursement
• Travel/Conferences/Fees-Allowability regarding secular/non-secular supports
• Continued consultations, monitoring and supervision of implementation
• Plans/needs change

• Federal Law
• Allowability requirements for mental health screeners (risk behaviors), 

assessments and/or services. ESEA Sec. 4001





The purpose of the Title IV, Part B, Nita M. Lowey 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers Grant (21st CCLC) is to:

Provide federal funds to establish or expand community learning centers 
that operate during out-of-school hours and that have three required 
specific objectives:

1.) To provide opportunities for academic enrichment and tutorial services 
to help students meet academic standards;
2.) To offer students a broad array of additional services, programs, and 
activities that reinforce and complement the regular academic program; 
and
3.) To offer families of 21st CCLC students opportunities for active and 
meaningful engagement in their child’s education
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• Eligible recipients for Title IV, B, 21st CCLC funding include Local 
Educational Agencies (LEAs), Community Based Organizations 
such as public or private organizations, faith and community-
based organizations, and institutes of higher education

• Discretionary grant
• 21st CCLC Programs will initiate and manage consultation with 

private schools within the geographical area of the service school
• Private school can participate in services offered but will not 

receive an allocation
• Transportation is provided
• Five-year grant period contingent upon the availability of 

continued funding and evidence of growth and progress as 
documented in the annual evaluation report and the 21st CCLC 
Annual Performance Reporting (APR) system
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• Student academic and enrichment; tutoring
• Homework assistance
• Test preparation; Credit recovery
• Technology
• Archery, physical activities, sports, art, painting, field trips
• Healthy lifestyles; nutrition
• STEM/STEAM such as Lego robotics
• Family engagement activities such as parental involvement and family 

literacy
• Drug and violence prevention programs and counseling programs;
• Career readiness skills 
• Summer school
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Private Schools should:
• Actively participate in the consultation meetings initiated and 

managed by 21st CCLC programs
• Provide the names of the private school officials who should be 

included in the consultation process along with their roles and 
levels of authority.

• Provide input in the development of a timeline for consultation; 
offer suggestions regarding program design, implementation, 
and evaluation. 

• Provide documentation to identify students who are eligible. 
Such documentation might include, but not be limited to, data 
indicating the academic needs of students. 

• Complete any appropriate forms needed to ensure the delivery 
of equitable services. 
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• Private schools may apply for 21st CCLC grants and are likewise 
held to the standard requirements of equitable participation and 
timely and meaningful consultation.

• Private school subgrantees must provide equitable access to the 
program for all public school students and their families who 
reside in the specific attendance zone of the public school to be 
served by the proposed program.

• Additional information regarding future grant competitions is 
available via the Title IV, Part B program website 
at https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/21st-Century-Community-Learning-
Centers.aspx
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Purpose of IDEA equitable services
• Provide special education and related services to parentally-placed 

private school children with disabilities 
• Provide parentally-placed private school children with disabilities an 

opportunity for equitable participation in the services funded with 
federal IDEA funds (IDEA 611 Flowthrough and IDEA 619 Preschool)

Eligible Students for IDEA equitable services 
• Students with disabilities (preschool – 12th grade) who are parentally 

placed in a nonprofit private elementary or secondary school 
• Home-schooled students with disabilities 

• In Georgia, home-schooled students are treated as private school 
students in regard to special education.
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The LEA where private school is located (or where home-schooled 
student resides) is responsible for:  

Timely and Meaningful Consultation 
• Invite and consult in a timely and meaningful way with private school 

representatives and parents of private school children, and parents of 
home-schooled children prior to other required activities 

• Discuss the following required topics:
1) The Child Find process and how parentally-placed private/home school children 

with disabilities can participate equitably;
2) The proportionate share amount of federal funds available to serve parentally-

placed private/home-schooled children with disabilities and how it was 
calculated;

3) Consultation process, methodology and schedule for the school year;
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4) How, where, and by whom special education and related services will be 
provided for parentally-placed private/home-schooled children with disabilities, 
including a discussion of the types of services, how the service will be 
apportioned if there are insufficient funds to serve all the children and how and 
when these decisions will be made (prior to school starting); and,

5) How the LEA shall provide a written explanation to private school officials of the 
reason why the LEA chose not to provide services if the LEA and private school 
officials disagree

• Collaborate with all parties
• Engage in consultation as often as needed 
• Obtain written affirmation from participants following consultation 

meeting

Note: Following consultation, the LEA must make the final decisions on services 
to be provided.
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Child Find and Individual Evaluations
• Carry out child find activities to locate, identify and evaluate all 

parentally-placed private school children with disabilities within the 
LEA’s jurisdiction

• Conduct child find activities comparable to those conducted for public 
school students

• Evaluate and determine whether parentally-placed private school 
children are eligible for special education services

Proportionate Share and Expenditures 
• Expend a proportionate share of federal IDEA funds (IDEA 611 

Flowthrough and IDEA 619 Preschool) on equitable services for 
parentally-placed private school children with disabilities

• Calculate the proportionate share amount based on the previous 
year’s October Child Find count
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• Determine the services to provide certain parentally-placed private 
school children with disabilities after timely and meaningful 
consultation
• Must only provide parentally-placed private school children with an opportunity 

for equitable participation since the children have no individual entitlement to 
receive some or all of the special education and related services they would 
receive if enrolled in a public school

• Must spend proportionate share funds on special education 
instruction and related services 
• Examples of Indirect Services: Consultative services, equipment, or 

materials for eligible parentally-placed children with disabilities or 
training for private school personnel on special education related topic

• May not use proportionate share funds to meet the needs of a private 
school or the general needs of the students enrolled in the private 
school
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• Must use proportionate share funds to meet the special education 
and related services needs of parentally-placed private school children 
with disabilities

• Required to carry over any unspent proportionate share funds for one 
year

Services Plans
• Develop and implement services plans for each parentally-placed 

private school child with a disability who has been designated to 
receive equitable services

• Initiate and conduct meetings to develop, review and revise a services 
plan

• Ensure that a representative of the private school attends each 
meeting
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TBD
ESEA State Ombudsman
ombudsman@doe.k12.ga.us

Clarice Howard
Federal Programs Specialist
Consolidation Of Funds & Equitable Services
choward@doe.k12.ga.us
678-340-0370

Kelli Kendrick
Federal Programs Specialist
Consolidation Of Funds & Equitable Services
Kelli.kendrick@doe.k12.ga.us
678-378-5216
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Malissa Roberts

mroberts@doe.k12.ga.us

Jeff Barnett

jbarnett@doe.k12.ga.us

Dawna Hatcher

dhatcher@doe.k12.ga.us

Meg Baker

mbaker@doe.k12.ga.us

Chris Leonard

cleonard@doe.k12.ga.us

Margarita Munoz

mmunoz@doe.k12.ga.us

Ken Banter

kbanter@doe.k12.ga.us
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